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SAMS YOURE DRUNK SHO WHAT? WHAT ELSHE 'AVE 1 X HEARD YOU COME /W, 
AGAIN! GOT IN LIFE? SURE I'M DRUNK! T DADOY! I WANTED TO SEE 
LIKE T'GET ORUNK! T... Y..S#Ay/ IF YOU WERE ALL RIGHT 
WHAT'S SHE DOIN’ UP THISH TIME ОҒ 
NIGHT? GET 7 BED, Уин и. BRATS 
WHASH YUH SARIN’ AT? HUH? HUHP 


YER JUS! LIKE YER MOTHER. 

ALMAYSH A/466/// / ALWAYSH 

LECTURIN' МЕ? WELL, TİM 

ALL RIGHT. SHEE? Wow, 
GET T' BED. 


WELL THAT'S YOUR 
TOUGH LUCK. SO NOW 
THAT YOU 607 'ER _ 


TAKE САЛЕ OF ЕҢ” 
тен YER OUTY? 


AND iF YOU'D BEEN 
T'BE IN BED? WHAT А/О OF 


IT was YOURS SOBER... INSTEAD OF 
A MOTHER АЖЕ YUH, І NEVER š STINKIN DRUNK. 
ANYWAY, MILLIE? 


AND YOUR DUTY 15 ТО BEA 
RESPECTASLE DECENT ALONE, зам! J MILLIE? IF YOU CAN'T 
HUSBAND AND FATHER 


TEACH HER DISHAPLINE, 
INSTEAD OF A DIATY SLOPPY m гил? 
DRUNKEN x 

BUM 


wor | 
PLEASE, 


КЕ I SAID, DADOY WAS AWFU E 
НЕМ HE WAS DRUNK. HE USED TO 1 оё : SLi URL UP AND ME... 
AT ME BLACK AND BLUE. Д 3 Е 1 


WELL IF YOU сонт4 YOU'D LiKE 1 
LIKË THE дов İMİ THAT WOULON T 
ODING WHY DON T | You?” YDU'D 
тоо DIVORCE J LIKE TO ВЕ 
МЕ?! GET HER A | FREE AGAIN!” 
NEW MOTHER? | WELL, YOU RE 
BRAT’ МОТ GETTING 
THATS WHAT | AWAY THAT EASY 
YOU'LL bof WES MILLIE? 
~ 


I МАТЕО THEM! X HATED THEM 

BOTH 7 тоонт KNOW WHO I 

НАТЕО MORE ..DAOOY, BECAUSE w 0 = 

НЕ BEAT МЕ AND YELLED AT МЕ AND. зов IM 
ANO CAME HOME DRUNK ALL THE 30 UNHAPPY, AUNT 
TIME OR MOM, BECAUSE SHE NEVER 

WANTED МЕ ANO NEVER SNOWEO 

ME ANY LOVE AWO WAS WILLING 

To GIVE r ДР. JUST LIKE 


PLEASE LET ME STAY HERE ) OF COURSE REMEMBER THE DAY AUNT КАТЕ CAME ТО 
poe FOU, AUNT KATE! yor’ I LOVE YOU, DEAR. LAND DADDY... 
EASE ? YOU LOVE BUT... WELL..IL ат WEAIR HL 
ME, DON'T You? p TALK TO THEM! Mi AER АНЕ ДЫ 2 
Г ü LOVE AND AFFECTION SHE ко YOU 
CRAVESS ə ME ADOPT J сан HAVE | voute WOT 
HER 


MOMMY was MORE THAW 
ME, BUT DADDY мош онт HEAR OF T. І CRIED TNIS 19 DETWEEN WILLIE AN" 
МЕ. irs МОМЕ or YOUR qarı 2 241 
THAT BRAT ЖЕУ BUSINESS. THE BRAT SORRY! MILLIE 
EE MA ети 2 STAYS! АН MILLIE 
TAKES CARE OF HER 


NATURAL MOTHER. но 
DRIED UP DLO MA/D'S ) WITH AUNTIE LIKE A MOTHER SHOULD? 


KATE! 


ÜADOY WOULDN'T S/VE ніз CONSENT, AND sb 1 
COULDN'T 60 AND £ /VE” WITH AUNTIE KATE, THAT'S 4, 
THERE WAS JỌ IT” AND THEN DADDY STARTED DRINKING 


I'M GOING ОИУ, усте WHEN WILL 1 SEE YOU 
YO_TO LOOK FOR YOUR AGAIN, BABY? 
FATHERS 


WHO'S STEVE, | LUCY? way MOMMY. MOMMY MET 
AREN'T YOU AVERY NICE MAN, 
SLEEPING® DEAR. WE BECAME. 
VERY GOOD FRIENDS, 
HE... НЕ JUST BROUGHT. 
ME HOME, 


Does DADDY know ER.. WÛ, DEAR” YOUR FATHER WHY NOT? 
STEVE , MOMMY? DOESN Т АЖО ABOUT НІМ” 
YOU WON'T TELL HIM, M/LL 


BECAUSE DEAR- MAYBE MOMMY WILL 
You» AT LEAST, 4/07 YET", 


MARRY STEVE" MOMMY ISN'T SURES 


MOMMY WANTS то MAKE UP HER MIND 
YOU WON'T JELL DADDY ABOUT HIM UNTIL 


MOMMY IS SURE M/Z£ YOU? 


WE'LL SEE, DEAR. Lar 
wow RUH ALONG 
UP TO BEDS 


ЕЙ, I HEARD MOMMY CALL STEVE OM THE TELEPHONE... 


YOU CAN СОМЕ WERE NOW,STEVE. À YES! YES! WELL, 
LUCY KNOWS ALL ABOUT YOU. we CAH'T AFFORD ТО 
THERE'S NO USE TRYING TO WIDE İİ Таке ANY CAAACES 
IT FROM HER ANY LONGER? BESIDES, 
SHE WANTS TO MEET You! 


THE NEXT TIME DADDY DIDN'T COME E WAS VERY SWEET ТО ME HE 
HOME, STEVE CAME TO THE HOUSE. | İPATTED MY HEAD ANO SMILED AND WONT 
MOMMY LET ME STAY UP... OLD ME A STORY... SES Сащ АНЫ 


TOMORROW A OME... 


AREN'T YOU A 
PRETTY WATTLE 


TO LIE AWAKE AND THINK OF HOW NICE IT WOULD 

DE IF НЕ WERE MY REAL FATHER... 6000 WIGHT OE AR' AND 
YOU'D GETTER 00, OKAY saat! CALL REMEMBERS STEVE 18 
STEVE f it's LATE? ) ME THE NEXT TINE 


OUR SECRET. YOURS ano 
т MINES You MUSTN'T ТЕЦ. 


A SOUL. NOT EVEN DADDY! 


Pam S 


MND WHER DADOY WOULD COME HOME 
DRUNK AND SWEARIRS AND TREAT МЕ 
BAD, І DION T CANE. I JUST THOUBHT 
OF MOMMY AND STEVE AND HOW 

WORK THINGS OUT AFTER A WHILE AND 
THAT IT WOULON'T BE LIKE THIS FOR 
ALWAYS... 


AND THEN, ONE NIGHT, I AWOKE 
TO THE SOUND OF VOICES MUF- 
FLED VOICES . COMING FROM 
MOMMY'S BEDROOM... 


THAT'S STEVE’S VOICES 


REMEMBER HOW I. TIP-TOED ТО 
MOMMY'S ROOM AND PEEKED IN 
THROUGH THE SLIGHTLY OPEN DOOR... 
DOLLY! MOMMY'S 

PACKING ” AND 


HE NEVER WHISPERS WHEN| 


WASH YUH LOOKIN’ 
АТ YUH DUMB UGLY 
BRAT? SWAN, SCRA 

СМЕ ALINEI GO T'BEDA 


ROTHIND ОМУ „WELL... IT'S 
JUST THAT SHE REALLY 
BELIEVED YOU'D ВЕ 

HER МЕМ DADDY / SHE 
LIKES YOU A 4077 


LOOK IT WAS YOUR 
IDEA TD PLAY UP TO 
NER. vou KNOW HOW 
1 WATE KIOS LET 
HER 040 MAN HAVE 


REMEMSER HOW L HAD TO CLAP MY HANDS OVER MY 
MOUTH TD KEEP FROM CRYING OUT LOUD.. HOW 1 RAN BACK 
DOWN THE HALL ANO FLUNG MYSELF ON THE BED ANO 


LISTERED TO THEM PASS OUTSIDE MY ROOM ARD 60 DOWR- 
STAIRS. 


508 BOB 


HE COMES НЕВЕ. 


THEY WEREN'T TAKING ME f THEY WERE RUNRING AWA’ 
AND TWEY WEREN'T TAKING ME. 


LOOK, STEVE. THIS 18 THE WAY THER STOP FEELING 

WE PLANNED İT, I'M NOT SAYING | SORRY FOR HER 

ANYTHING. YOU AWDW HOW L ANo LETS 60, 

FELT ABOUT LUCY... EVER SINCE BEFORE YOUR 

THE BEGINNING? X CAN'T NUSBAND SHOWS 
STANO KIDS MYSELF S 


I REMEMBER LISTENING TO THE FRORT DOOR SLAM 
ARD RUNNING TD THE FRONT BEDRDDM WIRDOW IN TIME 


a 
DADDY! 040075 COMING. 
UP THE WALKS 


Xz 


I REMEMBER HOW HE STAREO AT THEM.. AT MOMMY ...HOW HE PITCHEO FORWARO WITH THE BULLETHOLE IH HIS 
AND STEVE. WITH THE BAGSIM THEIR HANDS НОЖ CHEST ANO THE BLOOD GUSHING FROM IT ANO POOLING 
HE STARTED TO SPEAK.. HOW THE GUNSHOT ECHOEO OUT OVER THE FROMT WALK AS НЕ МЕНТ SPRAWLING. . 
INTO THE NIGHT HOW CADDY'S EXPRESSION FROZE. | FT "нч 


| 


|.. AMO THE POLICE SIREN WAILED FAR 
AWAY, COMIMG CLOSER... CLOSER.. 
AS I CAME OUT THE FRONT ОООВ,. 


НЕТ FOUNO THE GUN IH MOMMY'S НАНО, AHO ME Bur AM AMBULANCE WASN'T WHAT THEY HEECEO, DADDY 
CRYING OVER MY DADOY'S BODY AS THEY DROVE UP WAS DEAD, THEY MEEDED А MORGUE-WAGON, MOMMY CAME 
IN THE SQUAO CAR... r 


WHAT WHAT ^, THAT'S WHAT 
HAPPENED? | YOU RE GOING то 
TELL JS, Lacy! 


LET'S 007 


Тиеу CAUGNT STEVE А FEW DAYS LATER | Ано THE JURY BROUGNT IN THEIR 
OUTSIDE CHICAGD AND SNIPPED HİM BACK VERDICT AFTER TWO KDURS... M 


TD STAND TRIAL... ALONG WITH MOMMY WE FIND THE DEFENDANTS GU/£ TY 
FOR THE WAL/C/OUS AND PRE- 43 CHARGED? 


MEITATED MURDER or SAMUEL DADDY WAS JUST COMING 
SOHNSON... AND THE STATE WILL UP THE WALK WHEN THEY 
PROVE, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN DF CAME DUT, HE SAW THEIR 
THE JURY, THAT IT WAS MURDER BAGS. НЕ was 50 МАЙ 
COMMITTED OUT ОЕДЕЕД.. DUT AND THEN...808_ THE 

DF DESIRE... COLD ano DALCU- 


SD LIKE т 54/0 IN THE BEGINNING... EVERY- ~.. WHICH IS JUST TNE WAY I'D MOPED IT WOULD WORK 
JW/WG WORKED OUT SWELL. X LIVE IN A NICE DUT WHEN ISWDT DADDY FRDM TNE FRONT BEDROOM 
HOUSE МОЮ, WTH NICE FURNITURE. x WAVE WINDOW WITH TNE GUN I KNEW WAS IN THE АЛВА 
ALL THE JOYS I WANT AND ALL THE LOVE I NEED TABLE AND WENT DOWNSTAIRS AND PUT THE GUN IN 
YOU SEE, THE COURT SENT ME TO LIVE WITN MDMMY'S HAND AND STARTED THE CRYING АСТ.. 


He WAS А MIDDLE-AGED MAN, SLIGHTLY BALDING. HE STOOD 
SELOW THE BLARING STREET LAMP, NERVOUSLY SMOKING 
CIGARETTE AFTER CIGARETTE, FROM TIME TO TIME HE'D 
PEER INTO THE QARK NIGHT, UP AND DOWN THE DESERTED 
STREET, AS IF HE WERE EXPECTING BDMEONE OR SOMETHING, 
HE'D LISTEN FOR À MOWENT, CURSE SDFTLY TO NIMBELF, 
SHIFT THE WNITE ROBE AND HODD HE'D BEEN HOLDING FROM 
OWE ARM TO THE OTWER, AND THEN CONTINUE TO ABSENTLY 
ROLL AND UNROLL THE THICK LEATHER STRAP НЕО SROUGHT 
ALDNB FOR THE WHIPPING, ANO AS HE FONOLED THE STRAP, 
MU мапа зета TS À "аи а Мас ма тл ама 

| GRIM, AND A LOOK OF HATE SHOWN IN HIS ANGRY, ANGRY 
EYES... " 


JUST YOU WAIT. WE'RE coun YE 
IN A LITTLE WHILE, YOU'LL SET 
YOURS, vou LITTLE «СА. TUL 
TEACH YOU TO PLAY AROUND WITH 

MY DAUGHTER... 


НЕ stoop IN HE LONELY, EMPTY WIGHT, HARBOR | 
ING NIS FURY AND NIS HATE, АМО HE THOUGHT ABOUT. 
HIS DAUGNTER CRYING HER EYES OUT,AND SOODNE. 


Y sur r LOVE нм, LOVE німі? WELL, FOR- 
ФЕТ АВОЙТ ITS но «4 
DAUGHTER OF М/МЕ 9 
GOING TO пин AROUND 
WITH но @AEASY 
MEXICAN, 


İ Heo TRIED TO O'S COURAGE HER FROM SEEINB THE 
| Bor. WE'D EVEN THREATENED HER... 


E, 

ТАМ YOUR МОЕ oo You 

HEAR? PROMISE MET 

PROMISE ME YOU WON'T 
SEE НІМ AGAT 


Ано THEN HE REMENGERED THE BEGINNING DF IT SIX 

MONTHS AGO „ИНЕМ THE SPANISH CATHOLIC FAMILY WE GOTTA O/SCOURAGE = 
MOVED INTO THE HOUSE DOWN THE BLOCK... "EM, WE GOTTA KEEP EM / OPEN THE GATE, 
SACKS. FROM € THEY'LL ALL WHERE THEY BELONG, 
BE MOVIN‘ UP, — 

NOW THE = 

NEIGHBORHOOO'LL 
BE RUINED. 


„HOW THEY'D DECIDED, 


AND WE COULD XT THEN IT'S AGREED ° WE 
STOP THOSE FORN A GROUP AND WE 
DIRTY SPICKS ORIVE ЕМ OUT OF THE 


IN THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD? 
TRACKS... 


НЕ REMEMBERED HOW THE THREE DF THEM HAD APPROACH- 
£D OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY... 

WHEN WE GET ENOUGH GUYS, I. I DONT AWOR, 
WE'LL BURN A CROSS ON THEIR 4 BOYS. тм ALL FOR 


^- AND HOW, ALTHOUGH THE SPARK WAS THERE, THEY'D 
BEEN UNABLE TO FAN IT INTO A ROARING FİRE, 


CRIPEST WHAT'S THE AW, THEY BEEN KEEPIN’ `] 
MATTER WITH YOU GUYS? Jê PRETTY мисн то THEM- 


GOIN’ OUT WITH HER й 


YES, THE SPANISH PEOPLE HAO MOVED W! AND, HE REMEMBERED HOW HE'D COMPLAINED TO HIS WIFE... 
ALTHOUGH HE AND HIS FRIENDS HAO TRIEO HARO TO САН vou IMAGINE? ME ANOWILLIE Y PERHAPS ITS 
WHIP THE NEIGHBORHOOD INTO ACTION, THEY'O Ано PHIL ARE THE ONLY GUYS THAT _/ BETTER THAT 
REMAINED.. ИНМОГЕЗТЕО. WANT TO DO ANYTHING. THE REST WAY, ЕО. MAYBE 
I TELL You, IT'S д CANIN’ f | / оғ THE МЕН IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD YOU'LL АЕР OUT 
ЗИА МЕТА SUNCHOF ARE SCAREO STIFF. x OF TROUBLE... 
YELLOW-BELLIAES, 
THAT'S WHAT THE REST R 
OF THE GUYS ARDUNO 

HERE ARE... 


.HOW SHE'O CROSSED HER ARMS 
OEFIANTLY. 


r 
рис, е L G: x] Еа 
FELLOW MOVED INTO NOT A MCE“ MICE PEOPLE! | ру EASE, DADDY 
THAT HOUSE DOWN с WHEN J MEET А BOY, 
THE өпоск. HE'S 80 т'м мот /MTERESTED 
IN WHAT COUNTRY на 
ANCESTORS CAME FROM 


6-37 


DADO’, I WANT YOU TO MEET 
LOUIS. LOUIS MARTINEZ. — 


НЕ REMEMBERED HOW HE HAD FELT HIS BLOOD RUN ALL THE WAY HOME, HIS RAGE HAO SEETHED WITHIN HİM. 
HOT POUNDING INTO HIS FACE..CARRYING WITH IT THE — HE'D KISSED HER” HE OF THE DLIVE SKIN AND THE RAVEN 
COLOR OF HIS FURY .ANGRY RED .PURPLE RAGE.. HAIR HAD DARED TO TOUCH HIS WHITE WHITE DAUGHTER. BY 
THE TIME THEY'O REACHED THE HOUSE, HE'D EXPLODED... 

1 THOUGHT т TOLD YOU TO KEEP W Louis IS VERY SWEET | 

AWAY FROM SPICKS / IS THIS THE DADOY! І Z /K£ HIM 

WAY YOU DBEY YOUR FATHER? 

ANSWER MES 


AND THEN, HE'D SEEN RED, HE'D 
тм EIGHTEEN, ) LASHED OUT, STRIKING HER... 
DADDY” I'M (/ AS LONG AS YOU'RE `Y Oy, 7 DADDY! DON'T YOU 
LIVING IN M HOUSE, "WM 7 UNDERSTAND? GOING TO RUN 


ГИ DECIDE WHO YOU LL Î AROUND WITH 
NO GREASY 


MEXICAN. 


BUT TO ND AVAIL. ONE NIGHT, АМУО COME HOME AFTER TUE бот To GET A/D OF THAT MARTINEZ, THE OTHER 
TURES аи ар. ІГУЕ GOT ТО MAKE THAT BLASTED SPICK | GUYS AROUND 


WON'T HELPS 


YOU WERE OUT WITH ///4£ AGAIN, FAMILY MOVE AWAY. вит HOW? NOW? 
THEY'RE NOT 


WEREH'T YOU? THAT MARTINEZ © 
THAT SPECK 


, AND THEN HE'D THOUGHT DF А МАУ TO (ET THE NEIGH- 
BORHOOD MEN ANGRY _ ANGRY ENOUGH TO ACT., 4 


So нео sone ТО THEM. ONE AT A 
TIME. HE'D Пек DE Məl 
одивн: 

EASIEST 

HIS WELL- 


THAT'S RIGHT? LAST RISHT, ARY, 
MY DAUGHTER, CAME HD МЕ СААС 
HER EYES OUT. І TRIED TO MAKE 
HER TELL RE WHAT NAPPENED. АТ 
FIRST SHE WOULDN'T. ЭНЕ SAID SHE 


Aro THs EVENINS, HE'D SOTTEN THEM ALL TOGETHER 
hind MEN TO WHOM HE'D TOLO HIS SHOCKING 


SOME DF YOU HAVE OAUONTERS 
OF TOUR OWN. ARE WE GOIRS ТО 
WAIT URTIL SDMETHIRS MORSE 
HAPPENS? ARE WE SOING TO LET 
THEM START COMIN’ /W HERE UNTIL (T 
ISR'T SAFE FOR DUR WONEN- FOLK 
TO WALK THE STREETS ALONE 7 


Now HE STOOD SELOW THE GLARINS STREET LAMP, HIS 
ROBE AND HOOD WITH THE CRUDELY CUT EYE-HOLES IN 
DNE HAND, A BURNED OOWN CIGARETTE IN THE OTHER, 


PEERING INTO THE BLACKNESS. 


ег 
$ 


.LISTENING. 


IT'S ALMOST TIME? THEY SHOULD BE 
MERE .. AMY MINUTE.. ANY MINUTE. . 


He'o SONE FROM HOUSE To WOUSE, 
ASKIND FOR THE REN, SPEAKING ТО 
THEM ALONE, TELLING THEM EACH HIS 
SHOCKING NEWS _ 


-THEN,I FINALLY 607 /7 
OUT OF HER SHE WAS PASSIN 
THAT SPICH HOUSE LAST 
RIGHT, ARD THE BO. THAT 


^ ANGERING THEM... FRIGHTEMNG THEM 
‘STIRRING THEM INTO ACTION..PROD- 
DING THEM TOWARD VIOLENCE 

HE GAL LED MY LITTLE 

GIRL FOUL NAMES НЕ D/D{ 9005 
THINGS WITH HIS NANDE 

НЕ PROBABLY WOULD HAVE 

DONE MOASE IF SHE 

НАОМТ FOUGHT HIM DFF 


50 THEY'O AGREED AT LAST TO ACT...TO BAND TOGETHER 
TO HIDE BEHIND PILLOW CASE HOOOS ANO GED-SHEET 


ROGES AND DRİVE THE INTRUDER FROM THEIR STREET... 
WE'LL REET AT ТО A М ON 

THE CORNER. BRIRG STRAPS... 

CLUBS. ANYTHING! WE aj 


TEACH THEM... 


ANO PURE... 
ABOUT TO 00... 


Ано THER THEY STARTED TO APPEAR. THE OTHERS... THE 

ANGRY REN. WITH THEIR WHIPS AND BLACKJACKS ANO 

ROPES AND SACKS...AND THEIR SEDSHEET COSTUMES, WHITE 
LIKE THIS WHITE ANO PURE THING THEY WERE 


EVERYBODYS | Ока LET'S 


THEY MOVEO THROUGH THE DESERTED STREETS, LIKE 
GHOSTS..PHANTOM FIGURES ON A PHANTOM MISSION, FOR 
ISN'T THE BASIS OF MOST HATRED AND INTOLERANCE BUT 


TIS (S THE 
HOUSE EVERY- 
BODY FAMILIAR 


THEY ARE THE OELUSIONS OF THE 81007. THE EXAOGERA- 
TIONS OF THOSE WHO DESIRE TO EXAGGERATE...THE ODN— 
CEPTIONS OUT OF DARKNESS OF THOSE WHO WOULO THROW 
US ДИЛО DARKNESS AS THESE MEN NOW PROBE IN OARK- 
NESS .SEARCHING FOR THEIR FANTASY ENEMIES .. THE 
OLIVE SKIN.. THE DARK HAİR. THE ACCENT. 


TWERE'S SOME- 
ONE IN WERE A 
rris 


WHITE GHOSTS IN THE OARK NIGHT... ORAGGING THEIR 
VICTIM OUT OF HIS GED. .OUT OF THE SECURITY OF HIS 
HOME „ОИТ INTO THE DARKNESS. 


TIE NIS НАКОВ 
SENIND NIS 


STAND BACKS 
таи 00/77 


THE FICTION OF OIFFERENTLY COLOREO SKIN... THE ABSURD- 
ITY OF ODDLY SHAPED FACIAL FEATURES. THE ILLUSION 
OF STRANGE ACCENTS.. THE MYTH OF UNFAMILIAR RELIGIONS. 
ALL THESE ARE THE FANTASIES OF НАТЕ. 


ALL RIGHTS 


AND FROM THE DARKNESS, TOO, COME THE SCREAMS OF 
‘THE PERSECUTED- THE ANGUISHED CRIES OF PAIN OF THOSE 
WHO ARE HOUNDEO DOWN DY THESE FANTASIES... 


THE MIDDLE-AGEO млн. THE SLIGHTLY BALDING ONE...THE 
MAN WITH THE GRIM FACE, NOW HIDDEN BEHINO THE WHITE 
MASK...THE ONE CALLED ED. THE PERPETRATOR. .THE 


Tue STNAP,..THE WEAPON OF HIS CELUBION... 
THE NEVOLVER OF NIB HATE... THE PUNCTUATOR 
OF NIS FICTION, , .RÖSE AND FELL... AGAIN AND 


AGAIN... GRINGINS DOWN UPON NIS FANTASY THE 
HEALITY OF PAN... 


TNE WNIP-WIELOER SWUNG our, 
STNIKING THE OBJECTON ACRDSS 
NIS HÖDDED FACE, AND THE PAIN 
WAS FELT BENEATN THE COVERING... 


THE D@sECTON MOVEO OFF, WHIMPEN- 


A 
ING... STUNG BY NIB DOWN WONK... > 
SUFFERING TNE PAIN DF HIB DWN 


SAVAGE, WILO, ANGRY ANGRY STROKES FELL UPON A GAGGED 
| VICTIM ..A VICTIM UNABLE TD DEFEND NIMBELF AGAINST THAT 
FANTASY UNABLE TO CY OUT UNABLE TO GE HEARO..A VICTIM. 
LIKE ALL VICTIMS OF INTOLERANCE 


THE VICTIM PELL BENEATH 


ONSLAUGNT AND LAY STILL ANO 
MIB&ON. HE'D DEJECTED, YES ВИТ. 


UNNOVING IN THE COOL ÜRAS8... 
NE'O DOJECTED 720 LATE, TNE 
WHIP- WIELDER NETURNED TO HIS 


THE SCREAM CAME FROM COWN THE GLOCK. THE FİGURE: 


OARTED TOWARD THEM .. THE FIGURE DF A BOY WITH 
OLIVE SKIN AND BLACK HAIN. 


TNE вох KWELT BESIDE THE STILL FIGURE ANO TENDERLY 
WEMOVED THE SACK AND GAD AND KISSED TNE WIDE 
NING EYES AND WHITE DEAD FACE AND НЕ CRIED 
WE.. WE WERE MARRIED.. AMY? АМУР OH 
SECRETLY! ӨНЕ WAS WAITING LORD, ГУЕ 
...TO GET HOME... KILLED МУ 
od DAUGHTER! 


Little Petie Dildo was barely five years 


old: his voice, when raised in terror, 
was blood-curdling. His screams of 
anguish, when he stumbled or cut 
himself, had been known to strike 
terror to neighbors miles away, and 
to set domestic animals to lowing in 
the fields, 


Petie had just come hurtling into 
the Dildo barn, his raucous voice cres- 
cendoing like the wail of a banshee. 

| Tears cascaded from his eyes and his 
lower lip trembled violently. “O-over 
to Winsted's place,” he screamed 
"He's killing all the BABIES!" 


Leathery Alfonso Dildo gulped, 
grabbed his double-barreled shot- 
gun and raised his eyes heaven- 
ward. He knew it was bound to come 
... he'd never liked that Winsted 
feller from the moment he had moved 
into the valley. Winsted had mean 
eyes and narrow lips... he swung 
a mighty harsh whip at his draught- 
horses. A farmer who'd slash at 
beasts might also be capable to mur- 
dering his own three children! 


Alfonso Dildo gulped and started 
off at a resolute gallop, heading to- 
ward the Winsted place with little 
Petie churning along behind him. 
Across several stone walls the elder 
Dildo vaulted, his determinations and 
horror growing with each passing 
second. "I allus thought Winsted was 
loony,” he thought. “Now he's gone 
stark, raving mad... probably mur- 
dering them three kids fer the insur- 
ance money!” 


At last, with a gasp and a stagger, 
the two Dildo's sprinted toward the 
open Winsted barn. One step inside 
was enough for Alfonso; the sawdust 


was swimming in rich red blood, and 
there was a shattering squeal of ag- | 
ony. Dildo stared with bulging eyes; | 
even as the marfiac raised his axe 
high overhead he was singing aloud. | 
Then the jagged weapon crashed | 
down with great savagery and a 
death-shriek hung hideously in the 
still air. Alfonso knotted his weather- 
toughened hands to stop his body 
from trembling. "The BABIES!" little | 
Petie was wailing. "He... he's killing 
them all!" 


Dildo felt his flesh crawling with 
horror. He couldstand it nolonger: he 
swung the shotgun up to his shoulder, 
sighted along its rusted length and 
pressed the hooked trigger. There was 
a deafening blast; Winsted whirled 
as if struck by lightning, spun around 
so that he faced Dildo in open- 
mouthed shock, then crumpled for- 
ward on his face, sprawling full- 
length in the bloody sawdust. 


Dildo flung away the gun and hur- 
tled forward. The block Winsted had 
been using for his fiendish slaughter 
was awash in glistening blood. If only 
he wasn't too ще... 


À squealing piglet jumped down 
from the block and zigzagged franti- 
cally through Dildo's legs. Alfonso 
stopped and his eyes almost rolled 
back in upon themselves so great 
was his astonishment. There on the 
floor lay the bodies of Winsted's tiny, 
defenseless victims . . . the brutally 
murdered babies he was butchering 
with such devilish glee. Their flesh 
was already stiffening, those three lit- 
tle pigs Winsted had been readying 
for the dinner table... 


ИА 


DON'T YOU REMEMBER? ODN'T YOU REMEMSER HOW D/SMAL AND CHILLY IT WAS LAST NIGHT WHEN YOU 
WENT OUT FOR А WALK? DON'T YOU REMEMBER THE WH/SPY FOS HANGING EERILY HERE AND THERE OVER THE 
DAMP OESERTEO STREET... 


THE BLOATED MOON APPEARING ANO DISAPPEARING IN THE CLOUD~SHROUDED SKY... 
HOW YOU SW/VERED AND WENT OW? THEN LET ME 7222 YOU ABOUT IT, LET ME TELL YOU WHAT HAPPENED 


You mace YOUR MAY ALONG THE DARK, EMPTY STREET, SURELY YOU RECALL STEPPING OFF THE CURB. , YOUR 
LISTENING TO THE ECHDES OF YOUR FDDTSTEPS FOOT SLOSHING INTO THE DARK PUOOLE...THE SPLASH.. 
SOUNCING OFF THE EXPRESSIONLESS FACES OF THE THE SOAKINS SENSATION AS THE MUOOY WATER RUSHEO 
SUILDINGE, WATCHING YOUR SHAOOW RIPPLE ANO 


INTO YOUR SHOE. , .HOW YOU CURSED ALOUD IN ANNOY- 
TWIST ANO LENGTHEN AHE AO OF YOU AS YOU MDVEO ANCE., 
AWAY FROM EACH DIM LAMPOST, , , 


For A LONG WHILE, THERE WASN'T 
A SOUL IN SIGHT. REMEMBER ? AHD 
THEN YOU SAW THE HUNCHED LITTLE 
FIGURE APPEAR OUT OF THE MISTY 

SLOOM AHEAD. HE DRAGSED TOWARD 
YOU...MISSHAPPEN ...GENT...GNARLED. 


700 YOU НАМЕ А 


AS HE DREW HIS HEAD SACK, YOU DID NOT TOSS THE 
MATCH TO THE WET SIDEWALK. YOU HELD ІТ THERE 
THE FLAME CRAWLING DOWN THE WAXED CARDBOAR 
SHAFT. HIS EYES -HIS EYES BLAZED AT YOU IN THE 
ORANGE GLARE BLAZED WITH A PECULIAR INTENSITY 
AND HIB YOICE WAS SOFT AHD COMPELLING . 


WAITI DON'T MOVE? LOOK АТ wet 
LOOK INTO MY EVESS 


Ано THE HIGHT SPUH AROUND YOU. THE MIST SWIRLED 
AND EDOIED ASIN YOUR SRAIN, A MENTAL FOG HOW 
SWIRLED AHO EDDIED. YOUR MIHD SAHK INTO A SPIRAL- 
ING $OOL...DOWN...DOWN. DESPERATELY YOU TRIED TO 
SHIELO YOURSELF FROM THOSE FIERCE COMPELLING 


TAKE YOUR NANOS AWAY / 
PUT THEM OOWH! 113 USELESS 
NOW. . . USELESS TO TRY TO //SAT.. 


SOMEHOW, INSTINCTIVELY, You 
TRIEO TO AVOID HIM, BUTHE 
TURNED TOWARO YOU WITH A 
CROOKED,LEERING SMILE, YOU 
WAHTED TO HURRY PAST HIM ВОТ 
HE PUT OUT HIS HAHD 


КТ BES YOUR PARDON! 


Понт vou REMEMBER FUMBLING 
THROUSH YOUR POCKETS, TAKING 
OUT THE BOOK OF MATCHES, USHT- 
INO ONE, AND CUPPING YOUR H ANOS 
AROUHD THE OAHCING FLAME AS HE 
STABBED NIS EVIL-SMELLING CIOAR 


How COULD YOU HAVE FORGOTTEN THOSE EYES? 
EYES... EVIL EYES. YNAT SEEMED TO LOOM LARGER 
AND LARGER. URNING, SURNIHG EVES... 
LOOK INTO MY EVES! OON'T TURA 
AWAY YOU CAN'T TURN AMAY, LOOK DEEP 


You DROPPED YOUR HANDS.. .OBEDIENTLY. ..LIKE A 
STUPIO CHILD. HE WAS RIGHT. ІТ WAS HO USE TRYING 
TO FIGHT NOW. IT WAS TOO LATE. YOU WERE IN HIS 
POWER... HELPLESS... UNDER HIS SPELL.. 


CHILD'S PLAY! OH STAGE, I AM KHOWH AS 
PROFESSOR GALBI THE WORLD'S GREATEST 
МУРМОТ)ЗТ. WOW LISTEN CAREFULLY, I PICKED 
THE F/RST PERSOH WHO САМЕ ALOHG 
FOR THIS. YOU SHALL PERFORM, 
SHALL WE SAX AH ERA AND FOR 
МЕ! YOU SHALL COMMIT 
MURDER FOR МЕ! 


MUROER !? EVEN THAT HIOEOUS WORD COULD ROT [EY KILLING IM ./М FRONT OF HER EVES! НІВ 
SHOCK YOU OUT OF YOUR TRARCE. YOU LISTEREO, RAME В JONN STORCH, HE LIVES AT /88 OAK 
DAE. YOU WILL 20 THERE... NOW .. ARO 
KILL NIM . KILL NIM IN MY PLACE, UNDER- 


DUMBLY... THOUGH YOUR STOMACH CORVULBEO WITH 
EACH WORD OF HIS DIABOLICAL PLAN... 
l'uv WIFE LEFT ME... FOR ANOTHER WAN... 


A MAN WITH A TALL, STRAT BOOY НОТ LIKE 
MIHE! 1 WANT REVENGE, МО? NOT BY KILLING 


For ORE MORDERFUL MOMERT, vou DON'T YOU REMEMBER ROW HIS EYES 

ALMOST BROKE FREE OF THE зені CAME CLOBER, BORING IRTO YOURS 
7 T WOW HY WITH FLAMIND INTENSITY AS HE USED 

ə 25. » ürə А МЕЙ OE CEPTIOR TO DEND YOU TO 

TO VIOLATE НЗ OWN MORAL Laici 

CODE.. COMMIT A CRIME НЕ DOES 872007967 WHAT І ЗАС BEFORE. 

NOT HIMSELF ДЕЗ/ЛЕ TOCOMMITI | |ҒОЛФЕТҮ NOW, LISTEN TO ////37 

X ЖАО? BUT IF THE CRIME IS AT 188 OAK DRIVE YOU WILL FIND. 

SUITABLY DISGUISED, THEN THE A DANGEROUS CRIMINAL. 

SUBJECT CAN BE TRICKED INTO IT! | | SPY.. A COMMUNIST SPY.. 
A GABOTEURS 


You COULO ONLY ANSWER MECHANI- 
CALLY...LIKE A PUPPET, YOUR 

VOICE SOUNDEO STRARGE ARD FAR 
AWAY. YOU LIBTERED. SOMEWHERE, 
IN SIOE YOU... A REBELLIOR STARTED... 


YOU WILL 60 TO HIS GARAGE Y N-NOT 
FIRST? THERE'S AN OLD 
RUSTING TIRE CHAIN. 

THERE. YOU WILL GET 

İT, YOU WILL ENTER THE 

HOUSE AND SEAT HIM 

70 DEATH 2 THE 


HOW HIS WORDS /W/Z AMED YOU, . . ---HOW YOU FELT SUDDENLY ANORY., DETERMINED? 
RIGHT AT THIS MOMERT, НЕ IS ASSEMBLIRG AR 4704//C | YOU WANTED TO DO THIS THING, AS AW) GOOD AMERICAN 
SOME, НЕ INTERDS TO BLOW UP THE ENTIRE Pha —— иа تت اش اا‎ 
DOWN TOWN AREA OF THIS CITY. THOUSANDS ЗРК KML АУМ VES! VEST IT WILL BEA 
UPON THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE WILL OE MILLED. мү ОСТУ. Ж WOSLE DEED YOU'LL SAVE 
IT 1S YOUR DUTY TO STOP THIS MAN, IT 1$ YOUR YOUR FRIENDS... COUNTLESS 

PATRIOTIC DUTY TO KILL HİM МТМ THE CNAINE 


You HEARD THE GLOATING CHUCKLE OF THE HUNCHED 
LITTLE FIEND, HIS МЮКЕО WEB-SPINNING NEANLY 
FINISHED... 
HEH! YOU WILL 
WOT NEAR 
WHAT L AM 
SAYING МОЖИ 


OUT OF THE F/RE YOU'LL ВЕ 4/24— 
IMI MY WIFE'S LOVER FOR МЕ... 
LEAVING YOUN FINGERPRINTS 

ON THE CHAIN... GOING TO THE 
ELECTRIC CHAIR N MY PLAGE? 


YOU'LL BE PULLING MY CHESTHUTS | 


Дно THEN, HE COMPLETED HIS WEQ OF EVIL WITH Hie 
CLEVER РО5Т-НҮРМОТІС COMMAND... 


Now L/STEW AND UNDERSTAND / AFTER THE 
KILLING, YOU WILL FORGET COMPLETELY? 
YOU WILL FONGET ME ..THIS WALA YOU TOOK 
TONIGHT EVERYTHING.” YOU WILL WAKE 
UP BACK IW YOUR ROOM,..AS IF YOU NEVER 
LEFT /T. YOU WILL NEVEN REMEMBER WOR 
ФЕ ABLE TO TEL 2 ANYONE ABOUT WHO SEAT 
YOU TO 00 THIS DEED. DO YOU NEAR * 


THE EVIL STUMPED LITTLE MAN 
TUNNED AWAY, SNEERING .. 


I WILL COMMIT A MURDER .. 
WITH SOMEONE ELSE'S HANDS CË 
ANO IF THERE 15 SUSPICION . MY 
ALIBI? THAT CROWOEO BARIWHO 
WILL NOT REMEMBER A WAN OF ALY 
FORM SPENDING AN EVENING 
THENE, DURING THE TIME THE 
KILLING OCCUREOS 


OF COURSE YOU COULD МОТ REALIZE HOW THE TWISTED CREA- 
TURE WITH THE TWISTED MINO HAD FOOLED YOU...FITTING IT 
INTO HIS DECEPTION, JOHN STORCH WAS A RADIO REPAIR MAN. 


Bur His WORDS MEANT NOTHING TO 
YOU, YOUN ORAIN WAS ALREADY 
GURNING WITH Фит ONE CONSUMING 
COMPELLING THOUGHT, INFLAMEO 
ƏY HIS FINAL WORDS AS HE LIMPED 
AWAY TO THE GAR... 


BO,WOWE KILL 
THAT SPY. BEFORE 
WE SETS OFF HIS 


DONT YOU NEMEMBEN HOW YOU WERE 
PANTING WHEN YOU REACHED THE 
ADDRESS HE'O GIVEN YOU? YOU CREPT 
ТО А LIGHTED CELLAN WINDOW, 
PEERED INSIDE ,S4# MIM THERE, 
WORKING ON TNE SOME .. 


вот TO /4/7/7.. 


You STUMBLEO TO THE GARAGE... PULLEO OPEN THE 
DOON QUIETLY... STEPPED INSIDE. THE CHAIN WAS 
THERE JUST LIKE HE SAIO IT WOULD BE. YOU 


NEACHED FOR IT, YOUR HEART POUNDING IN YOUN 


CHEST... 


CHAIN IN HAND, YOU CREPT CAU- 


Dow vou REMEMBER HOW YOUR | BUT HE WAS TOO ENORDSSED IN HIS 
TIDUSLY TO A WINDOW .OPENEO IT. HEART BEAT WILDLY AS YOU САМЕ 


DOWN THE CELLAR STAIRS ANO 


WORK. HIS DEVILISH WORK. YOU SAW 
JOHN. STORCH, HONEST CITIZEN, AS AN 


‘YOU WONOERED IF HE'D HEAR THEM ENEMY AGENT, BENT ON KILLING THOU- 


CREAKING BENEATH YOUR WEIGHT... 


HE TURNED IN SURPRISE . HIS BODY TWITCHING FROM 
THE STINGING PAIN. HE TRIED TO PLEAD WITH YOU 
V WO WAIT? DON'T f мнү ARE YOU DOING THIS? ` ] 
I NEVER HURT YOUS I NEVER HURT ANYBODY 
IN MY LIFE, PLEASES DON'T. EEEE 


You IGNORED THE WOMAN'S SCREAMS... DID NOT HEAR 
HER FAINT, AND TUMBLE DOWN THE CELLAR STAIRS. YOU 
FINISHED YOUR JOB AS A LOYAL AMERICAN... BEATING THE 
OLOOOY CHAIN DOWN . 


hu ES ошту e AO (x Pg 


SANDS. ANGER FLOODED OVER YOU. YOU 
LASHED THE CHAIN AT HIM LIKE А HEAVY, 
HEAVY WHIP. 


Bur vou bib NOT £/97£W TO HIS LIES... HIS WEAK > 
FUMBLING PROTESTS, YOU KNEW HIM FOR WHAT НЕ 
WAS А CONNUNIST SPY А REO AGENT, IT WAS YOUR 
PATRIOTIC DUTY TO SWIND THE CHAIN AGAIN... ANO 
AGAIN __ Ано AGAIN... 


His SHRIEKS DIED TO A BUBBLING MOAN...THEN A FINAL 
OEATH RATTLE. BUT YOU OIO NOT STOP, YOU O10 NOT 
STOP SWINGING THE CHAIN UNTIL THE THIND ON THE: 
FLDOR WAS NOTHING BUT A MASS OF OOZINB SCARLET 
PULP. THEN YOU FLUNB THE CHAIN AT IT, 


THE /ACRIMINATING CHAW- WITH YOUR FINGERPRINTS 
ALL OVER IT... (5) 


IT was DONE. YOU CLIMBED THE LEFT THE HOUSE, AND WENT OUT 
CELLAR STAIRS, WEARILY... NTO THE DAMP MISTY NIGHT. 


WHAT? YOU DIDN'T LOOK AT THE PAPER THIS MORNING? 
YOU DIDN'T READ ABDUT THE BRUTAL MURDER? WELL, 
READ /T, MY FRENO? READ ABOUT THE MURDER YOU 
COMMITTED... LAST NIGHT... WHEN TOU THOUGHT TOU 
WERE SAFE AT NOME, THEY'RE LOOKING FOR YOU. 
THEY'LL ААО YOU... ANY MOMENT NOW... ARREST YOU... 
MATCH YOUR FINGERPRINTS МТН THOSE ON THE 
CHAIN., DON'T YOU REMEMBER DOING IT? DON'T YOU 
REMEMBER ANYTHING? 


‘You MADE YOUR WAY HD ME._TO YOUR 
ROOM. AND THEN, SUDDENLY YOUR 
MIND WASHED CLEAN...WENT BLANK. 
THE MEMORY OF ALL THE HORROR THAT 
HAD HAPPENED PREVIOUSLY WAS BUD- 
OENLY ERASED. YOU WERE STANDING 
INSIDE YOUR ROOM... 


NOW, WHAT MAS /7 І WANTED TO 209 
I.I STARTED TO DO SOMETHING f 
„Он, MOW І REMEMBER! I 
WANTED TO 00 FOR А MALA BUT... 
YAWWNN. IT'S 700 LATE... 


You STANO SILENTLY, TENSELY, IN THE SHADOWS, ANO YOU 
LISTEN. YOU LISTEN TO THE VOICES AND THEIR EAGER LOVERS' 
WORDS. YOU LISTEN, INHALING THE LIGHT GUST OF COOL NIGHT 
AIR THAT CARRIES THE FANILIAR SCENT OF HER PERFUNE. YOU 
LISTEN, BUT THERE ARE NO MORE EAGER SOFT WORDS .ONLY 
THE HEATED SOUNOS OF THEIR PASSION. AND YOU KNOW THAT 
SHE t$ IN HIS ARNS..IN THE ARNS OF THIS NAN YOU HATE ~ 
THIS МАМ YOU HAVE NEVER SEEN... JOUR WIFE'S LOVER... 


Е. ТУЕ GOT TO 66, DEAR. 0 7, NORA. 
LAIRD WILL BE WAITING COME UF FOR A WHILE .. 
PLEASE..LET'S SAY GOOD - 4 FOR А MIGHT GAP... 
MIGHT PLEASE... 


%% 


Your NAME IS LAIRO KINBALL., YOU STAND IN THE 
OTAIR-WELL BESİOE THE OLD DROWNSTONE'S STOOP, 
ANO YOUR SWEATING НАНО GRIPS THE GUN IN YOUR 

POCKET TIGHTER.. TIGHTER.. AB EACH PAINFUL WORD 
DRIFTS DOWN TO YOU FROM ADOVE. 


IvE&..IVE GOT TO A7£L ALL RIGHT, DARLING? 


HIN! I'N LOSING HER.IM | BUT JUST FOR A 
LOSING MY МОЛА... LITTLE WHILE... 


FOOTSTEPS ABOVE... А 0OOR OPENING. YOU RUBH 
FORWARO, PULLING THE GUN FROM YOUR POCKET. 
YOU MOUNT THE STEPS TWO ATATINE, FLING - 
OPEN THE FRONT DOOR AG THE INNER DOOR 
CLICKS SHUT... 


You LISTEN TO THE FOOTSTEPS FAoNS You PUSM ONE... AW) ONE. YOU You STEP INSIDE. THE HALL WITHIN 
AWAY BEHINO THE CURTAINED LOCKED WAIT FOR THE UNKNOWN ЗОМЕОМЕ. DARK ANO DESERTEO,LINEO WITH 
FOYER DOOR. YOU LOOK AROUND FRAN- ТО ANSWER, ANO THEN „ТНЕ LONG SILENT DOORS. THE STAIRCASE 15 
TICALLY. YOU SEE THE NEAT LINE OF SHARP IRRITATING BUZZING .. THE ‘EMPTY, LEADING UP TO МОМЕ GILENT 
GRASS MAILBOXES WITH THEIR LITTLE LOCK CLICKING OPEN... THE DOOR CLOSEO DOORS. YOU HESITATE 


Flu hadi yn WHICH APARTMENT АКЕ WIN 
OURS / THEY/W? I.I CAN'T 
THE DOORBELLS.. 1 KNOCK ON EVERY оосяе 


You STAND STIFFLY... ANGRY _FRUSTRATED_omprins | SOMEONE HAS SEEM YOU, IT'S МО 6000 NOW. YOU TURN 
THE GUN. YOU'VE M/SSEQ YOUR CHANCE THETWO АМО LEAVE,IGNORING HER INSULTS YOUR CAR I$ PARKEO 
OF THEM... YOUR W/FE, NORA ...ANO THAT WAM. WHO- DOWN THE 6LOCK. YOU'D FOLLOWED THEM IN IT...POLLOWED 
EVER НЕ tS_.ARE UP THERE SOMEWHERE- ALONE... THEM ALL W/GWT..&EEN HER MEET HM ..SEEN IT 422. YOU 
I.I COULO 94/77 GUT SHE'LL COME MA ENS əzası SİN Pu CER: 

OUT ALONE? SHE'LL LAUGH АТ МЕ! OH, GOO! IF 1 OION'T LOVE 8 

SHE'LL WEVER TELL МЕ WHO НЕ 15 


THE HOUSE 15 EMPTY AND LONELY WITHOUT NORA IN İT, 
LIKE A TOMS ...WITH THE CHILL OF DEATH. YOU POUR 
YOURSELF A ORINK YOU LOOK AROUND, GAOLY . 
И THIS 13 THE WAY IT WILL 24... 

AFTER SHE... LEAVES ME FOR 


Hie FACE! IF ONLY YOU'D GEEN HIS FACE GOTTEN А 6000 
LOOK AT IT. GUT, NÖ” LUCK HAD GEEN AGAINST YOU ALL 
EVENING. YOU DRIVE HOME, SLOWLY, CRYING INSIOE 


WOULO HAVE GONE ON WITHOUT EVER 
KNOWING. HOW MUCH SETTER EVERY- 
THING WOULD 6E IF 


a 7 
“02 7 KNOW f à 


You SIT OOWN IN YOUR FAVORITE CHAIR... THE 
ONE НОВА BOUGNT ESPECIALLY FOR YDU. AND YOU 
REMEMBER HDW IT WAS IN THE SESINNING... WHEN 
YDU WERE FIRST MARRIED. , .Y0U AND NORA, NER 
TEARS OF HAPPINESS. . , 

T'S ALL 80 WOHDERFUL,\ IT's нот QUITE 
LAIRD. I'VE NEVER MAD 
A HOME OF MY OWNS 


А li 


Ir WAS LESS THAN A YEAR AFTER 
YOU WERE MARRIED, YOU REMEMBER, 
THAT NORA SEEMED TO WITHDRAW 
INTO HERSELF, SNE GREW COLD. . 
WHAY /$ IT, нон? IST IT'S АОИ 
IT SOMETHING I'VE / LAIRD, TİM 


You RECALL THAT ФОЖОН NORA'S FACE,LAIRO. 
YOU REMEMBER HOW YOU THOUGHT IT WAS JUSTOHE 
OF THOSE WOMEHTS.. THOSE STRANGE MOODS. 

DF A WOMAN... 

BUT THINGS WERE NEVER REALLY THE SAME 
AFTER THAT NİSNT, I WAS A FOOL NOT TO HAVE 
RECOGNIZED IT THEN. I THOUSHT IT WAS SUCNA 

P 8000 THIHG WHEN SHE 
MAOE FRIENDS OF WER 
OWN.. HELEH.. AND 


YOU REMEMBER HER CHILDLIKE ENTHUSIASM AS SHE MADE 
PLANS... = 
ANO A MAHOGANY TABLE OVER N77 Tu SURE IT 
THERES X want EVERYTHING TO WILL SABY. .. 
SE IN MAHOGANY ОН, DARLING... 
IT'LL SE SO BEAUTIFUL po 


You...YoU DON'T Y WO NO Ghill- 
HAVE ENDUGHTO | DREW/ I'M NOT 
00, NORA YOU READY TO TIE 


FOR A FEW DRINKS...) ALL YOUR NEEO AN /NTER- | MYSELF DOWN. 


ОГО FRİENOST | | £SZ IF WE HAD / I'VE GOT SOME 
I'M SICK OF 
THEM . EVERY 
HIGHT... HIGHT 
TER NIGHT. 


You REMEMBER HOW THERE WERE SELDOM ANY NIGHTS AT 
НОМЕ ALONE TOGETHER AFTER THAT. .. НОМ NORA WOULD 
WAIT BY THE PHONE. 


: 
IT'S... HELEH, LAIRO, WOULO 
AUN ALONG. 


TLL HIT THE 
Hay EARLY 


You REMEMBER HOW HELEN TOOK ‘You RENEMBER THOSE FEW TIMES 

SICK, AND YOU THINK BACK TO HOW YOU REACHED THE PHONE BEFORE 

ІТ SEEMED THAT SHE WOULO NEVER MNORA...ANO THERE WOULD ВЕ NO 

GET WELL... ONE THERE ...GUST A CLICK... AND 
МЕ? WHY, I'VE BEEN 
JUST AVAZ, LAIRD, BUT I 


IN A DOG'S AGE, 15 SHE 
IW? LET ME TALK 


THE DODR SLAMS. YOUR REVERIE ENDS, NORA HAS 
RETURNEO FROM HER TRYST.. 


I'VE GOT TO A/LL HIM IN 
LOSING HER TM LOSING 


YOU STANO BEFORE HER, AND YOUR HEART BEATS 
WILOLY...WITH A JEALOUS PASSION. IN YOUR CHEST. 


YOU'RE L Y/NG, NORA ? HELEH 


You'o INTENDED NOT TO SAY ANYTHING ABOUT WHAT YOU 
KNEW, BUT THE TRUTH FORCES ITS WAY THROUSH YOUR 


GALLEO HERE A FEW NIGHTS 
AGO. SHE MASW’T BEEN ЗСКГ 
SHE HASN'T EVEN SEEH YOU... 


ти A7Z нім, 

NORA! SO HELP 
ME BDO, 744 
KILL HIME 


PLEASE, NORA! OON'T 


ANGRY UPS... 
SOPALL RIGHT! 


X FOLLOWED YOU TONIBHT, NORA! 
Z S4 YOU 80 WTO HIS 
APARTMENT! THAT'S WHAT 
YOU'VE BEEN DOING ALL 


WELL, WHAT ARE 
YOU есіне TO 20 
ABOUT (Т? 


THESE NIGHTS... 


You ACHE FOR HER. YOU LONG TO 
TAKE HER IN YOUR ARMS ERASE 
ALL THIS... MAKE IT AS IT WAS SO 


DON'T COME WEAR 
ME? I COULDN'T 
STAND mt 


LEAVE ME ALONE, WiLL 


OO THIS! YOU'RE MAKING | YOU? X AWOW WHAT I'M 


A MISTAKE! DON'T 
THROW AWAY ALL 


DOING. I'M LEAVING ON THE 
EIGHT O'CLOCK TRAIN FOR 
MIAMI, САТО. THE CHAMPION! 


СОМЕ SEE ME OFF... IF YOU 


You HOPE THAT А NEW DAY WILL MAKE 
THINGS BETTER...BUT WHAT LITTLE 18 
LEFT OF YOUR WORLO BLOWS UP IN 
YOUR FACE THE NEXT MORNING .. 
ЖОЛА” WHAT Y I'M оомо 
4$ THIS? YOU'RE | AWAY WITH HIM, 
PACKING? LAIRO. DON'T TRY 
Д то STOP ме it's 


IVE . TVE §OF ТО KILL 
HIM, МОЩ 7 I'VE GOT 
TO.. BEFORE IT's 700 
LATE? 


You START OUT, You HAVE THE qUN. 
BUT YOU CANT PORGET WHAT SHE 


‘YOU NEED A ORINK...SOMEONE TO 

WHOM YOU САМ POUR OUT YOUR 

TROUBLES, YOU FINO BOTH IN A ARE GUYS "T COULD 
TELL YOU WHERE TO 60 
TO MIRE ONE OF ‘ЕМ... 
WHO TO SEE. BUT IT'LL 
GOST YOU A FIN... 


YOU HURRY To YOUR BANK. YOU ORAW OUT MONEY. 
LOTS OF MONEY. ANO YOU GO TO THE ADORESS 
THE STRANGER IN THE BAR GAVE TOU.. 
THIS GUY! WHAT DOES | I DON'T KNOW WHAT | 
HE LOOK LIKE? WHERE / HE LOOKS LIKE EXACTLY, 
CAN WE FTO HIM? вит мү W/FE tS TAKING 
THE CHAMPION TO MIAMI 
TONIGHT. PERHAPS SHE'S 
MEETING HIM AT THE 
TRAIH.,.PERWAPS IN A//44//. 
IF YOU FOLLOW MER. . 


вот A P/CTURE OF YOUR WIFE. MT Y” YES! WERE? THIS 13 

BOYS'VE GOT TO НАМЕ SOWETHIM'] НЕН. GET THE MAN 
SHE MEETS! SHE'S 
NOT TO ВЕ HARMED 


‘You HAND HIM THE PICTURE YOU ALWAYS CARNY ОҒ 


NORA_,GEAUTIFUL BEAUTIFUL NORA... 
THERE THERE WON'T ВЕ | LISTEM,BUD” WE'LL 
ANY SL/P-UPS? YOU GET HIM IF WE HAVE ТО | | нім то BE CAREFUL OF MY 
WON'T FAL... FOLLOW YOUR WEE TO 
Е THE SOUTH POLE... 


IF I COULO 7424 TO THE MAN 
WHO'S GOING TO 20 IT... TELL 


You во nome. .. awo vou WAIT. YOU WHEN THE TIME craws NEAR, YOU ‘You RING YOUR HEIGHBON'S DELL... 
THINK DF WHAT YOU'RE GOING TO DO LEAVE YOUR APARTMENT, WALK 
WHEN МОРА COMES BACK... WNAT DOWN THE MALL... м Карый ML 


монт, THE STORES 
YOURE BOING TO BAY... I'VE GOT To ESTABLISH AN ARE ALL CLOSED... 


THERE WON'T BE ANYWHERE) | ALAS/...PROVE Twas WOME İİ | S0 IF YDUCOUD MELP] sor? 
ELSE FOR HER TO BO. SHE'LL | | AT BPM... FIHO A РЕДА ME OUT, LOBE SO 


HATE ME FOR AWHILE, THEN, WITNESS. . GRATEFUL... 
THIHGB WILL BE LIKE THEY 


НЕ OPEN DOOR WAY, BAGS IH HAHOS, HER 
TEARS. РВ HER SUITCASES 
AHO RUSHEB ІНТО TOUR EAGER WAITING ARMS... 
он, 24/AD/ INE DEEN SUCH 

A SALY FOOLS. REALIZED 

IT AT THE RAW тв YOU 

X LOVE, OARLING...YOU I'LL 
ALWAYS LOVE. X KNOW THAT, 

NOW. сам YOU EVER FORGIVE 


Tue EXPLOSION, ECHOING THROUGH THE APARTMENT, THE 
STINGIND PAIN IH YOUR CHEST. THE CHILL OF DEATH THAT 
BWEEPB OVER YOU AS YOU SINK TO THE FLOOR. AND NORAS 


WE'LL HAVE BAS/ES,LAIRD. ¿ 
1078 DF BABIEBİ АМО ma ALL RIGHT, now í LAIROf LAT 
та. тъ. nis ALL RIGHTS DONT OIE! PLEASE OONT OIE 


IY DEARE! 


THESE ang THE LAST THINGB YOU HEAR, LAIRD KIMBALL, 
Lie ооо THE END... 


